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BARC Public Service Hours

George, KBOZZT, keeps track of public service
hours turned in by BARCers. Public service is a
major component of our club’s special status. The
following chart shows they yearly hours. If you have
hours to report, please give them to George.
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Poser

True - False

1 When a signal reaches your receive antenna, half
of it is immediately reradiated back out into

space.

2 Faraday rotation is an important consideration in
moonbounce.

3 Ifyouare trying for a ten-band WAS, you should
get a life.

4 Iowa used to be in the ninth call area.
5 Fifty percent of the hams in the 68157 ZIP code
are listed as residing in only two households.

Answer appears on “Poser True-False Answer” on
page 3.

BARC Member Doings

If you participated in a ham-radio-related activity
during the past month, drop a line to WOKT. This is
your monthly opportunity to promote your favored
activities or for a moment of fame.

BARC tailgating October 24

1. Do it earlier in the year when there is less chance
of being frozen or snowed out.

2. Designate a committee to handle scheduling, plan-
ning, logistics (e.g., porta-potty), advertising, food
sales, etc.

3. While the event could still remain free, I would
like to see Sellers only make reservations so I can
know what to expect in terms of parking spaces, etc.
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About BARC and Spark Gap

Spark Gap is the newsletter of the Bellevue Amateur Radio Club (BARC). BARC was established in 1959 and is devoted to
amateur radio in the Bellevue, Nebraska, area. The club’s website is http: //www.bellevuearc. org. Refer to the
website for membership and other information. BARC maintains a repeater, WOWYV, on 147.39 MHz, carrier squelch
with a 131.8-Hz CTCSS output tone (no tone required for input).

The board of directors meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m at the Village Inn in the Twin Creek Plaza (on
the service road north of Hwy 370 between 36th and 42nd streets). All members are welcome to attend. The general mem-
bership meeting is held on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Lodge dining Hall, 1908 Franklin
ST, Bellevue, NE (1 block north of NE Highway 370). Look for funny-looking antennas on the cars in the parking lot and
come in the south door (not well marked). The December meeting is a dinner meeting, time and place to be decided.

Breakfast and Lunch Events

date/time location address
Mon-Fri, 11:30 a.m. Wendy’s 610 Galvin RD S, Bellevue
Friday, 8:00 p.m. Wendy’s
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Vidlak’s Cafe 3512 Samson Way, Bellevue (n of 370 & 36th ST)
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Burger King 4109 Twin Creek DR, Bellevue

Use of the WOWYYV Callsign

Authorization is obtained by contacting any committee member (W@OXD, WDOBFO or KGOAR) by e-mail, letter, phone, or
two-way radio and providing event description and planned dates of use and bands you will operate on. Acknowledgment of
this authorization will be an copy of the club license for you to operate with for your time of use (keep it on file in case you
want to use it again). After the event, logs must be turned in within 30 days. The club log is in WIN-EQF and it will take a
number of import file formats (contact WDO@BFO if you require more information). If it is an ongoing activity then logs must
be turned in by the last day of each month, and at that time just include a note stating continued use of the club call is neces-
sary. The reason for all this is to control the call usage so no 2 individuals are using it on the same band same day. It can be
used by different people on same day provided not same band.

Thank you all for your cooperation.

-WDOBFO
Send correspondence to BARC, 7518 Chandler Hills DR, Bellevue, NE 68147-2108. Submit articles in . txtor .rtf
format to wOkt@yahoo . com.

4. To attract more Sellers and Buyers, the Club
might consider a minimum charge ($1.00?) to cover
the cost of a prize or prizes to be given away, with
extra tickets for sale ($1.00 each?)

I feel this event was successful. I believe most Sell-
ers sold something, and everyone seemed to enjoy
the “glad-handing” and conversations with fellow
hams.

73 de John, NAOWG

Technician Classes

I filled in for Al KOAAL, facilitating for the Techni-
cian Course this round. I would like to tell the
instructors Thanks for teaching the courses, even
though we only had one student. And, as I under-

stand it, the student passed both the Technician and
the General Tests.

The dates were 17 and 24 October, 2009 with the
test on 31 October, 2009.

The instructors were:
Ray McNally N5SEZ

Rick Wilson WOK'T

Stan Klein WOCHF

Bob McFarland W0OXD
Bob Fladby KDOFIC
Dennis Mitchell KCOYKN

-Greg, KDOGHX

ARRL Sweepstakes CW - Nov 6-7

My daughter Molly, KCO9CHM, got HIN1 (This is
not a DXCC country, but the flu) on Saturday. Most
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of my contest time went instead to her. I spent a few
hours on Saturday and a few hours Sunday evening.
I managed to get just a few more than 300 QSOs in
74 of 80 sections. 15 meters was open some of the
time, mainly to Hawaii. I think I got all the KH6s
who were on. I operated in the “A” low-power cate-
gory, 100 W to a dipole at 25 ft. - WOKT

Monthly Birthday List

(no information provided) Someone please volun-
teer to provide this information.

About the Dearth of Content for
November’s Spark Gap.

BARC:ers, this is your publication. Articles do not
appear out of thin air, but are provided by members
and others who wish to contribute. Please consider
submitting an article or at least a paragraph about
your monthly operation. How about a paragraph or
two about any appropriate topic? Here are some sug-
gestions:

the best DX you had during the month, the most
interesting thing you heard on 2 meters, the dumbest
thing you heard on 2 meters, the bargain you got at
the latest hamfest, the outcome of VE testing ses-
sions, special event station operation, public-service
events

October BARC Presentation

Thanks to Frank Taylor, AAOZP, who discussed
QSng at the October 15 BARC meetmg

w T

Poser True-False Answer

All the true-false questions are true.

Events

Editor-recommended events are highlighted.

Ham-Related Events

event start
type date event description

meeting | Nov 12 | BARC board of directors, all wel-
come - www.bellevuearc.org

event Nov 14 | NCTECH Station honoring Emer-
station gency Communicators -
www.wcSc.org

contest | Nov 14 | Worked All Europe DX contest -
waedc.de

QSO Nov 14 | Kentucky QSO party - wkdxa.com
party

contest | Nov2l | ARRL Sweepstakes Phone -
www.arrl.org

meeting | Nov 19 | BARC general meeting and soup
supper - www.bellevuearc.org

event Nov 20 | Centennial Celebration of the Radio
station Club of America -
www.radioclubofamerica.org

training | Nov 26 | FCC license testing, Lincoln, NE -
KOIH@ARRL.NET

contest | Nov28 | CQ WW CW - cqww.com

event Nov 28 | Ten-Ten Club, W6OI -
station www.ten-ten.org

contest | Dec 4 ARRL 160 meter contest -
www.arrl.org

event Dec 4 Opening of the George H. W. Bush
station Gallery - www.kerrhams.org

event Dec 5 USS Midway (CV 41) Museum

station Radio Operations Room, NI6IW -
kké6fz@arrl.net

event Dec 7 Pearl Harbor Day - www.ac4rc.org

station + several others

contest | Dec 12 | North American VHF WSJT Con-
test - www.sportscliche.com/wb2fko/
w09/rules w09.pdf




Ham-Related Events

event start
type date event description
contest | Dec 12 | ARRL 10 meter contest -
www.arrl.org
contest | Dec 12 | PSK Death Match -
www.mdxal.org/deathmatch.html

November is the beginning of the major contest sea-
son. There are all kinds of contest on all bands.
These events offer you an opportunity to do some-
thing different, to get off the local repeaters and
nets, improve your technical expertise and your
operating expertise. If you are familiar with con-
tests, invite a new ham to your operation. If you are
a new ham, find an experienced operator or try it by
fire.

Up next is the ARRL Sweepstakes Phone. This is a
160-10 meter contest that permits 24 hours of opera-
tion. This is your opportunity to test out your sta-
tion, sharpen your operating practices, and to work
some hard-to-find states. If you are hesitant to get on
for fear of making a fool of yourself, listen to the
operation of others. You’ll get the swing of it.
Nebraska is rare enough that the stations you work
will be delighted to put you in their contest log.

The ARRL 160 Meter contest is all CW and gives
you an opportunity to work states on a band that
maybe you don’t use too often. Don’t worry about
not having a perfect antenna. I use my 80 meter
dipole with the braid and center tied together, as a
long wire I have 46 states confirmed on LOTW on
160 with this setup. A manual tuner is essential, of
course.

The 10 meter contest follows in mid-December. If
the band is dead, you can still work the locals. If it
opens up, you can work hundreds of stations with a
dipole (10 meter dipoles are only 18 ft long).

Then try the ARRL VHF Sweepstakes in January.
You can even use FM.

In February and March are the ARRL DX CW and
phone contests. Very modest stations can still get
lots of DX.
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For digital modes, there are PSK contests and WSJT
contests. Power levels as low as 1 W can work DX
using the modes.

And don’t forget the CQ contests during this time
period. They are almost as busy as the ARRL con-
tests.

Field Day 2009 Results from ARRL

Once again BARC finished second in the Nebraska
section. BARCers can take pride in their efforts,
especially for bonus points from qualifying activi-
ties and from the GOTA station.

For more detailed results consult the December
2009 QST or www.arrl.org/contests/results/

Nebraska Scores for ARRL Field Day 2009

Call | Score | Cat | Qsos | GOTA | Partici-
Call pants

KOKKV {6,290 4A 2,106 KBODNP |68 Lincoln
ARC

WOWYV |5,062 TA 1,097 WBOCAP |10 Bellevue
ARC

KGOGY |3,438 2B2  [800 2

NIODX 3,274 2A 1,021 10 Heart-
land DX
Assn

KBOSMX |1,708 2A 274 18 Platts-
mouth
ARC

KBOTRU |1,640 2A 329 5

KOUSA 1,480 3A 465 25 Aksar-
ben ARC

KOJFN 1,392 3A 250 6 Pioneer
ARC

WOFLO 1,192 2A 236 17 Pine
Ridge
ARC

KCOVEP (1,190 1E 94 1

WOWWYV | 896 2A 108 20 ARA of
NE

KBOYTO |488 1B1 19 1

WIID 282 1D 58 1

NEORC 252 2A 101 6 Nebraska
ARC

BARC November Meeting Program

An amateur-radio-related topic will be presented
after the business meeting.



