
Volume MMIX -- Issue 10 October 2009
Offutt Air Show 2009
by Bob McCoy NBØB

August 29th and 30th was the date, Saturday and 
Sunday. The place was Offutt Air Force Base. The 
event was the Defenders of Freedom Open House 
and Air Show.

The Bellevue Amateur Radio Club and the Strategic 
Air Command Memorial Amateur Radio Club oper-
ated a joint booth on the flight line. BARC provided 
information about ham radio in general as well as 
information about upcoming classes and testing ses-
sions. We had a VHF station setup on the WBØEMU 
repeater for talk-in and demonstration.

SACMARC operated a special event station on 20 
meters. Over the two days of the air show, the SE 
station made 162 voice contacts (33 different states 
and 2 Canadian contacts). Operators and loggers 
included Dennis Mitchell KCØYKN, Frank Taylor 
AAØZZP, Theresa Ratekin KDØHWG, Chuck Bur-
mester KDØBWI, Ryan Jones KDØAVT, Mark 
Chastain NØWQK, and me.

For HF ops we used a Kenwood TS-440 on Saturday 
and a TS-2000 on Sunday with a 20m Buddipole 
antenna. For VHF ops we used a Kenwood TM-261 
with a quarter wave ground plane antenna.

We had several people stop by the booth and ask 
questions about amateur radio. And we had the 
opportunity to explain the Curtis LeMay connection 
to ham radio and how SSB became a communica-
tions standard for the Air Force.

One of the highlights of the Air Show was talking to 
Alan Swinger K9MBQ of Charlottesville, VA. Alan, 

as it turns out, is the father of the #4 Blue Angels 
pilot who performed both Saturday and Sunday.

It was a fun event to operate and to interact with the 
public.

Special thanks go to KDØAVT and NØWQK who 
stuck around Sunday afternoon and helped Dennis 
and me schlep the gear and equipment off the flight 
line so we could get out of there at a reasonable hour.

Poser
Which of these mode/band combinations is illegal 
for an Extra class operator according to FCC rules?

CW signal on 7.2995 MHz

USB signal on 14.1498 MHz

USB signal on 146.520

USB signal on 5.3465 MHz

Answer appears on page 9.

KDØHWG operating with KCØYKN looking on
1
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About BARC and Spark Gap
Spark Gap is the newsletter of the Bellevue Amateur Radio Club (BARC). BARC was established in 1959 and is devoted to 
amateur radio in the Bellevue, Nebraska, area. The club�s website is http://www.bellevuearc.org. Refer to the 
website for membership and other information. BARC maintains a repeater, WØWYV, on 147.39 MHz, carrier squelch 
with a 131.8-Hz CTCSS output tone (no tone required for input). 
The board of directors meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m at the Village Inn in the Twin Creek Plaza (on 
the service road north of Hwy 370 between 36th and 42nd streets). All members are welcome to attend. The general mem-
bership meeting is held on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Lodge dining Hall, 1908 Franklin 
ST, Bellevue, NE (1 block north of NE Highway 370). Look for funny-looking antennas on the cars in the parking lot and 
come in the south door (not well marked). The December meeting is a dinner meeting, time and place to be decided.

Use of the WØWYV Callsign
Authorization is obtained by contacting any committee member (WØOXD, WDØBFO or KGØAR) by e-mail, letter, phone, or 
two-way radio and providing event description and planned dates of use and bands you will operate on. Acknowledgment of 
this authorization will be an copy of the club license for you to operate with for your time of use (keep it on file in case you 
want to use it again). After the event, logs must be turned in within 30 days. The club log is in WIN-EQF and it will take a 
number of import file formats (contact WDØBFO if you require more information). If it is an ongoing activity then logs must 
be turned in by the last day of each month, and at that time just include a note stating continued use of the club call is neces-
sary. The reason for all this is to control the call usage so no 2 individuals are using it on the same band same day. It can be 
used by different people on same day provided not same band. 
Thank you all for your cooperation.
-WD0BFO
Send correspondence to BARC, 7518 Chandler Hills DR, Bellevue, NE 68147-2108. Submit articles in .txt or .rtf 
format to w0kt@yahoo.com.

Breakfast and Lunch Events

date/time location address

Mon-Fri, 11:30 a.m. Wendy�s 610 Galvin RD S, Bellevue

Friday, 8:00 p.m. Wendy�s

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Vidlak�s Cafe  3512 Samson Way, Bellevue (n of 370 & 36th ST)

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Burger King 4109 Twin Creek DR, Bellevue
Repeater Etiquette & Tips
This information is meant to help you be a better 
�repeater citizen�. A lot of the information here is 
common sense, a lot of it is common to almost every 
repeater, and some of it is more specific to the 10-
70's repeaters. Most of what's written here is just 
what the title says: Repeater Etiquette and Tips, as 
opposed to �laws� or regulations.

One note: None of these items should be viewed as a 
personal �attack� on anyone's operating techniques. 
I have collected these items from various sources, 
including some other websites, information from 
folks who've got far more experience than I do, and 
from my own personal experience. I want to be the 
first to admit that I've probably been guilty of doing 

just about everything �bad� that's mentioned below, 
and even though I should �know better�, it's some-
times pretty easy to fall back into bad habits. So, 
please take these in the spirit in which they are 
intended. I hope you'll find this useful.
--David, K2DBK

The 3 Most Important Tips
� Listen
� Listen
� Listen

All kidding aside, especially if you're relatively new 
to the hobby, or to our repeaters, you will learn an 
awful lot be just listening to the folks who've been 
around for a while.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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Signal Reports

When you are looking for a signal report, the right 
way to do it is to say something like �KX2ABC 
looking for a signal report�, not �KX2ABC listen-
ing�. Saying �listening� or �monitoring� implies 
that you're listening to the repeater and would like to 
chat with someone. Often, there will be others �lurk-
ing� who might be willing to jump onto the radio to 
give out a signal report, but won't answer a general 
�listening� call because they might not want to get 
involved in an extended conversation.

Unless you have actually made some changes to 
your station, you may find that folks will tire of 
responding to you if you ask for a report day after 
day (or more often).

If you're responding to a signal report request, make 
sure you're giving accurate information. If you can't 
hear the repeater itself well, it will be difficult to 
report back accurate information to the other station. 
Remember that the information that's useful is how 
the other station sounds coming into the repeater, 
not how the repeater itself sounds. Since the repeater 
itself should be more or less constant to you, you're 
just helping the other station figure out how well 
they are making it to the repeater.

Don't forget that if you're a member of the 10-70 
Repeater Association you have access to the �echo 
test� function which will allow you to hear yourself. 
See the code sheets for more details about this func-
tion.

Asking for Directions or Other Assistance

Similar to looking for a signal report, if you need 
directions or some other assistance, be sure to ask 
for that. As mentioned above in the Signal Report 
section, just dropping your call might not get an 
answer, but asking specifically for help will usually 
will.

Your Own Signal Quality Into The Repeater

Sometimes, for any number of reasons, you might 
not have a good signal into the repeater. It might be 
a temporary condition (you're mobile and too far 
from the repeater; that 5 watt HT with a rubber 
ducky inside the car just isn't making it from 60 
miles away) or it might be a longer term problem. In 
any case, if you realize that you don't have a good 

signal into the repeater, it's good amateur practice to 
stop transmitting until you're able to have a better 
signal.

If you need assistance with your problems, the tech-
nical committee may be able to assist you.

�Dropping Your Call� (or how to let folks know 
you're out there)

When you want to chat with anybody who might be 
around on the repeater, typically you'll do what folks 
call �dropping your call�. That means that you'll key 
up the repeater and just announce your callsign, 
sometimes followed by �monitoring� or �listening� 
or perhaps �mobile�, if appropriate. If there's a con-
versation already in progress, wait for the courtesy 
tone (normally the morse �K� or Dah-di-Dah on the 
2m machine) after someone finishes their transmis-
sion, and just say your callsign. (No need to say �lis-
tening�, since obviously folks know you're out 
there.)

If the machine isn't active, and you've dropped your 
call but nobody has responded, wait a few minutes 
(3 or 5 minutes) and try again. If nobody comes 
back, it could just be that there's nobody around, or 
at least nobody around who is interested in having a 
casual conversation. You can keep trying every few 
minutes, but there are times when there just isn't 
anyone around who can chat.

Please don't drop your call over and over and over if 
nobody answers, especially not without waiting a 
few minutes. As mentioned, there are sometimes 
folks out there, but they just aren't able to chat, and 
hearing someone �pleading� over and over gets tire-
some.

Make sure that you give your callsign clearly and 
not so quickly that you can't be understood. On the 
other hand don't speak so SLOWLY that it takes 

�Monitoring� implies 
an official function. 
�Listening� sounds
friendlier.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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more than about two or three seconds to give your 
callsign. Unlike on an HF frequency, where it's 
desirable to give a long CQ to give another station a 
chance to find your exact frequency, when you're on 
a repeater, you're on a fixed frequency and any other 
station doesn't have to �find� you.

Use of Jargon & Q-signals

* One very easy habit to fall into is the use of jargon. 
Instead of saying �I've arrived at my destination� 
you'll hear folks say things like �We're destinated�. 
(It seems to be a very common practice to use �we� 
when what you really mean is �I�. This seems to be 
one of the hardest habits to break. Anyone out there 
with a sociology degree care to comment?) A good 
practice is to just say, in plain English, what you 
mean. If someone doesn't understand, they'll ask 
you.

Speaking of using �plain English�, the 10-70 
requires that all conversations on our repeaters be 
conducted in English. This is not an FCC require-
ment, but it is a decision that has been made by the 
10-70 Executive Board.

Q-signals (QTH, QSY, QSL, QRT, QSO, etc.) were 
developed for use solely on CW (morse code) where 
keeping things as short as possible is obviously 
desirable. A number of the Q -signals (the ones 
mentioned here in particular) have found there way 
into common use on phone (voice) modes. To some 
degree, that's ok and probably unavoidable, but 
when you can, try to just say what you mean. In par-
ticular though, don't start every sentence with 
�QSL� (or its �plain-English� equivalent of 
�Roger�). Think about a telephone conversation 
with someone; You wouldn't say �Yes, I understand� 
every time it's your turn to speak, right? That's 
what's you're doing when you say QSL or Roger at 
the beginning of your transmission.

Use of phonetics

* Generally speaking, because most signals are rela-
tively strong into (and hopefully, out of) the repeat-
ers, you don't normally need to use phonetics when 
you are identifying (or calling another station). On 
FM repeaters, good operating practice is to simply 
identify using standard English, so that I'd simply 
say �K2DBK� (which would be pronounced �Kay 
Two Dee Bee Kay�). If another station asks for clar-
ification because they couldn't make out what you 
were saying, at that point, it's probably OK to use 
phonetics to help the other station understand your 
callsign.

When you do use phonetics, be sure to use standard 
phonetics which are easily understood. Using �cute� 
phonetics might be fun, but you have a better chance 
of someone understanding you when you use the 
standard ones. (That's why they are a standard, 
right?) For example, �Kilo Two Delta Bravo Kilo� 
probably has better chance of being understood than 
�Kinda Two Dark Blue Klystrons�.

Although mentioned above, I would like to stress 
that you really never need to call someone using 
phonetics on the repeater.

Just to clarify a little, the above rules really don't 
necessarily apply when you aren't using a repeater, 

When you announce
that you are listening
on a repeater or call
a specific station,
mention the frequency
of the repeater, as
many stations listen
with their radio in the
scan mode. That way
they will know what
frequency to use when
calling you back. Also
mention the frequency
when calling on FM
simplex.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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and in particular, it's often necessary to use phonet-
ics a lot more when using single-sideband on a noisy 
HF band. Also, the use of phonetics during certain 
types of nets is a lot more common, and is used 
when precision is a lot more important.

On a final note on the subject, the phonetic for the 
letter �Z� is �Zulu�. The American English pronun-
ciation for that letter is �Zee�, but the British (and 
possibly other dialects) pronunciation of that letter is 
�Zed� which is sometimes used to make the letter 
sound less like the letter �C�. It's relatively common 
to use the British pronunciation, and that's not con-
sidered phonetics.

Over/under ID'ing

According to the FCC rules (Part 97.119), a station 
is required to identify �at the end of each communi-
cation, and at least every ten minutes during a com-
munication�. It's certainly important to make sure 
that you comply with this rule. The 10 minute part is 
pretty obvious, but the �end of each communica-
tion� rule can be something of a grey area, particu-
larly if you're in a large roundtable conversation and 
one party leaves. Does that mean the communica-
tion is over?

To make sure that you're in compliance with the 
rules, you should certainly ID at least every 10 min-
utes (many folks use the repeater ID as a cue to ID 
themselves).

Just to be on the safe side, many of us also ID when-
ever someone leaves a rotation. (Maybe someday 
someone will figure out, definitively, if that's neces-
sary, but it's better to be overly cautious.) Of course, 
before you leave the air, as part of your final trans-
mission you must ID.

It is not necessary to ID or �clear� if you've merely 
dropped you call and not spoken with any other sta-
tions. In other words, if I come on the air and say 
�K2DBK, listening� and nobody answers my call, 
when I decide to stop listening (or turn off my radio, 
get out of the car, etc.), I do not have to �K2DBK, 
clear� since I satisfied the part 97.119 requirements 
simply by putting out my call.

On our repeaters, it is not necessary to use any call-
sign other than your own when identifying. There 
are rules where this is not the case, but they do not 
apply to use on our repeater, since all communica-
tions are taking place within a location where the 
FCC has jurisdiction. It is common practice (and 
there's not really anything wrong) with using the 
callsign of station that you �turning over� to (but see 
the section on that topic for more information about 
doing that). You probably don't want to bother even 
trying to remember all the calls in a large rotation, 
and not only isn't it necessary, it does take up the 
time where someone else could be talking.

It is almost never necessary to ID at the end of every 
single transmission (in other words, just before you 
unkey your microphone), and it's really just a waste 
of time to do so. The primary exception to this is 
during a controlled net where you know you will be 
making a single transmission and probably won't be 
given another chance to ID before the 10-minute 
rule would apply. If you're in this kind of situation, 
you'll probably know it. The other exception to this 
rule is if you're in a fairly large rotation and there's a 
chance that you might have to leave the air before 
you have a chance to give a final ID. 

Turning over to the next station

* One of the reasons why we have a courtesy tone 
(normally a Morse code �K�, or Dah- dit-dah) that 
sounds after your unkey your radio is to the other 
stations know that you have finished your transmis-
sion. Because of that, it's not necessary (and a bit 
redundant) to say �over� before you unkey. Of 
course, folks who work a lot of simplex will some-
times have a hard time breaking this habit!

However, in a rotation, or even in just a conversa-
tion between two stations, it's not a bad idea to indi-
cate which station should be the next to speak. For 
instance, if there's a rotation on the repeater with 
myself (K2DBK), KA2ANF (Joyce), and KC2CJW 

Hearing the difference
between �f� and �s�
and �m� and �n� is
difficult even when
you are face to face.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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(Paul), with the rotation going in that order, just 
before I unkey I might say �over to you Joyce� as a 
reminder to everyone in the group that it's Joyce's 
turn. There is no regulation that says I have to use 
Joyce's callsign, though it's acceptable to do so (but 
see the section on �over-IDing�). You may some-
times hear folks combining their ID in with the 
�handover� by saying something like �K2DBK to 
get it, this is KC2CJW�, which is fine too.

Also, if someone new has just joined the rotation, 
it's a good idea to let that person know who �gets it 
next�. So using our exactly from the previous sec-
tion, if I (K2DBK) just joined into a rotation with 
the other to stations, Paul might say �K2DBK to get 
it and give it to Joyce, this is KC2CJW�.

How To Call Another Station

If you wish to call another specific station (instead 
of just dropping your call), you should always give 
the callsign of the station that you are calling first, 
followed by your call. For example, if Pat 
(WA2PFS) wanted to call Bill (KC2BLN), the cor-
rect way to do that would be to say �KC2BLN, this 
is WA2PFS� not the other way around.

If the repeater is active and you wish to call another 
station, wait for a break between stations, and say 
�Call Please�, including your callsign if possible. 
The next station speaking should recognize you 
(they'll typically say something like �calling station 
go ahead�). At that point, you'd make your call (as 
above). If after one or two calls the other party isn't 
available, simply say �Nothing heard, thanks� and 
give your callsign. On the other hand, if your party 
is available, unless the folks who are already using 
the repeater are willing to turn if over to you, it's 
common courtesy to keep your conversation short 
and possible move off to another frequency (or join 
in with the group).

Remember that the repeater is a shared resource; if 
you do need to contact someone and the repeater is 
already in use, please be considerate and keep your 
conversation brief. We're an open, friendly repeater 
but.....

If two or more folks are in the process of trying to 
get directions, or there is an emergency or a net in 
progress, dropping your call just to chat is not 
appropriate.

If one station calls another specifically (when the 
machine is otherwise unoccupied), the two stations 
probably just want to talk to each other. If the two 
stations are discussing something specific, common 
courtesy is to just let them talk without jumping in, 
but of course, use common sense; if they seem like 
they're open to a general chat with other, of course 
it's OK to �c'mon in�.

Also, if one station calls another, and there is no 
answer, don't be insulted if the calling station doesn't 
respond if you �drop your call�. They may have 
been looking for someone specific and really aren't 
interested in a general chat, or they may have moved 
to another frequency.

On the flip side of the above: If you are using the 
repeater with just one other person, try to keep your 
conversation to a reasonable length. There may be 
others who are trying to avoid interrupting you, and 
if you talk for a long time, you're keeping them from 
using the repeater.

Criticize off-air

Remember that there is almost always someone lis-
tening to the repeater. Sometimes it's a fellow ham, 
sometimes it's a prospective ham listening to a scan-
ner. If for any reason you feel that you have some-
thing to say to someone that you might not want 
someone to say to you over the air, don't say it on 
the radio. Instead, find a private communications 
channel (telephone, e-mail, meeting in person) and 
work things out that way.

Incidental Music

Don't forget that the FCC prohibits the transmission 
or retransmission of music (and almost anything 
else that is received over the airwaves; for specifics, 
see FCC Part 97.113). If you have a radio turned on 
(this is especially common for many mobile sta-
tions), make sure that it's turned down before you 
transmit.

Criticize off the air.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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�Mobile� vs. �Portable�

Quick rule of thumb: If you're operating a radio 
from inside a vehicle (or perhaps while sitting on a 
bicycle), you are a mobile station, even if you're sit-
ting still. 

(Sometimes folks will say �stationary mobile�). If 
you're walking around carrying your radio (usually 
that pretty much limits you to using an HT), then the 
common usage of the term �portable� applies to 
you.

If you're operating a mobile radio from a fixed loca-
tion (your home or office, for example), even if 
you're operating off battery power or another emer-
gency source of power, you are still considered to be 
a fixed (or base) station.

The original usage of the term �portable� means that 
you are operating out of the call area in which you 
were originally licensed. The FCC rules used to 
specify that you had to identify that you were oper-
ating �portable� if you were not in your assigned 
call area (by saying something like �This is K2DBK 
portable 3" if I was operating from Maryland, for 
instance), but those rules are no longer in effect (for 
US stations operating within the US anyway.) How-
ever, common usage is that if I were to say �This is 
K2DBK portable�, it means that I'm walking around 
carrying my radio.

Stations are no longer required by FCC rules to indi-
cate if they are operating mobile or portable. There 
are some nets where the Net Control Station will ask 
stations to indicate if they are operating as mobile or 
portable (for instance, during a Skywarn net the 
NCS will do that to try to keep track of which sta-
tions might go out of range during the net) but under 
normal circumstances, stations aren't required to do 
that. However, many stations will identify as mobile 

just so that others will know that they are out �on the 
road�.

The 3-minute timeout

Our repeaters normally have a 3 minute �timeout� 
setting. The 3 minute length is meant as a maximum 
length, not a suggested length.

It's considered good etiquette to keep your transmis-
sion length shorter than this, especially if there are a 
lot of people in a QSO, or during busy times on the 
repeater.

If you exceed the 3 minute limit, the repeater con-
troller will cut off your transmission, and when you 
unkey, you'll hear a message from the controller let-
ting you know that you have timed out the repeater. 
(If you do time out the repeater, it's been a custom to 
place a donation in the �time-out� bucket that's 
present at every 10-70 meeting.)

The controller timer resets at the end of the courtesy 
tone, so �jumping� the tone will mean that the 
length of your transmission is added on to the length 
of the previous transmission. In other words, if the 
person just previous to you speaks for 2 minutes and 
45 seconds, at 16 seconds into your transmission 
you'll get cut off. This is to encourage users to leave 
a gap between transmissions.

Note that when you drop your carrier and the 
machine transmits it's identification string in Morse 
Code, the courtesy tone does not transmit until after 
the ID, meaning that the timeout timer does not reset 
until that point. So, if you transmit �on top of� the 
ID, you may cause a timeout as described in the pre-
vious item.

Intentionally dropping your carrier just long enough 
to allow the courtesy tone to reset repeatedly is con-
sidered extremely rude, since you are then monopo-
lizing the repeater
-K2DBK

Never mention over
the air that you are
going on vacation.
Burglars have scanners.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.
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BARC Member Doings
If you participated in a ham-radio-related activity 
during the past month, drop a line to W0KT

September VHF QSO Party, September 12-13

I operated a few hours. Conditions were flat, but I 
managed to pick up some close-by uncommon grids, 
thanks to rovers. I managed to contact stations from 
west central Illinois to western Oklahoma on the 2-
meter and 432-MHz bands. I use a 16-el yagi on 2 
meters, a 29-el on 432, and a simple dipole on 6 
meters. I only worked one station on 6 meter skip; 
the other 6 meter stations were close by. Most opera-
tion was on USB or CW.--W0KT

CQWW RTTY Contest

I made about 8 contacts in the CQWW contest on 
RTTY this past week end.--WD0BFO

I participated in the CQ WW RTTY contest this past 
weekend (26-27 Sep) cherrypicking the ones that I 
needed as new ones or a new mode/band. Did man-
age to pickup four new countries: San Marino, 
Ukraine, Andorra, and Macedonia. Also worked 
Estonia, Lithuania, the UK, France, Luxembourg, 
Grenada, Belgium, and the Canary Islands. Was sur-
prised at the strength of signals from most of the sta-
tions. 73 es good DX, Frank - AA0ZP

Make a Wish Ride

Also helped with the Make a Wish Ride in Percivile 
IA.--WD0BFO

Peoria (IL) Superfest

This is the only hamfest which BARCers reported 
attending. Bargain hunters included KC0YKN, 
W0KT, and AB9CB.

How LARC Outscored BARC
Field Day 2009
Lincoln Amateur Radio Club (LARC) is much 
larger than ours. They consistently outscore BARC 
on Field Day. This table explains how they do it.

BARC needs more phone points! The GOTA sta-
tion, WB0CAP, did a great job with bonus points for 
operators. We could have done even better if we had 
a full-time GOTA coach to double the 20-QSO point 
bonus. (The GOTA coach is not allowed to make 
QSOs.)
-W0KT

List of Nets of Interest to BARCers
Previous editions of the Spark Gap have contained a 
list of nets. I will provide a list of nets from time to 
time, but the accuracy of the nets must be verified. 
Below is a list of nets which may be tentatively 
listed. If you have checked into or listened to a net 
on the list or wish to suggest an additional net, 
please send the details toW0KT. If it is a repeater net 
which requires a CTCSS tone, please include the 
appropriate information. Any net which receives no 
feedback will not be included in the new list. 

Thanks in advance for your inputs.
Local and Not So Local Nets (times are in local time)
Mon-Fri 0730 3.9835 NE Morning Net
Mon-Fri 1230 3.980 Cornhusker Net
Mon-Fri 1830 3.982 NE Storm Net
Mon-Fri 2100 146.76 Eastern NE ARES
Monday 1900 145.29 Southwest Iowa ARES Net
Monday 2000 147.39 Sarpy County ARES Net
Monday 2000 145.13 Boyer Valley ARC Net
Monday 2100 146.94 Douglas County ARES Net.
Monday 2100 145.29/145.37 Heartland ARC, Mills Co. IA
Tuesday 1900 146.94 QCWA Net
Tuesday 2000 144.25 2M SSB Net
Tuesday 2000 145.45 Omaha DX Association Net
Tuesday 2100 145.130 Washington County ARES Net
Wednesday 1900 146.67 Dodge County ARES Net
Wednesday 2000 145.31 Ashland ARC Net

Comparison of BARC and LARC Operation 
FD 2009

point 
category BARC (7A) LARC (4A) advantage

points after appropriate mult

phone 564 2544 LARC-1980

CW 2696 2136 BARC-560

GOTA 502 412 BARC-90

non-GOTA 
bonus

1570 ukn ukn
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.



Spark Gap 9
Wednesday 2100 146.82 Pottawattamie County ARES
Wednesday 2100 146.73 Nebraska City, NE ARES
Thursday 1900 28.200 10M CW Net
Thursday 2000 145.115 Handi-Hams Net
Thursday 2100 434/421.25 ATV Net
Saturday 0930 7.047 4 State QRP CW net
Saturday 1000 145.115 FM CW Practice Net
Saturday 1200 146.82 Swap Net.
Sunday 0800 3.901 3900 Club Trader Net
Sunday 0900 3.896 3900 Club Net
Sunday 0930 3.955 QCWA Net
Sunday 1900 28.125 Slow Speed CW Net
Sunday 1900 28.400 10M Phone Net
Sunday 2000 145.09 Packet Net on KE6DZD BBS
Sunday 2000 145.235 Sarpy RACES Net.
Sunday 2045 3.982.5 Midlands ARES HF Net (+/- 5 kc�s) (Note Time 

Change)
Sunday 2100 146.94 Midlands ARES Net
Sunday 2100 434/421.25 ATV Net
Sunday 2100 145.37/145.29 Heartland ARC Newsline
Thursday 2000 147.36 HDXA Thursday night net

September BARC Presentation
Thanks to Mark Chastain, NØWQK, who discussed 
C.E.R.T. at the September 17 BARC meeting.

Monthly Birthday List
(no information provided)

Poser Mode/Band Combination Answer
All the mode/band combinations are legal.
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.



10 Spark Gap
Events
Editor-recommended events are highlighted.

BARC October Meeting Program
Frank, AA0ZP, will talk about aspects of QSLing.

Ham-Related Events

event 
type date event description

hamfest Oct 10 ham radio tailgating, N4OWG�s 
QTH - www.bellevuearc.org

service Oct 10 Market to Market Relay Race - 
www.mdares.org/heroes/machform/
view.php?id=8

contest Oct 7 432 MHz Fall Sprint - www.svhfs.org

meeting Oct 8 BARC board of directors - 
www.bellevuearc.org

contest Oct 10-
11, Nov 
7-8

ARRL International EME Compet-
ion - www.arrl.org

club 
meeting

Oct 15 BARC membership meeting - 
dinner meeting, AA0ZP program - 
www.bellevuearc.org

training Oct 17, 
24

Amateur Radio Technician Class - 
education@bellevuearc.org

event 
stations

Oct 17 US Coast Guard Auxiliary sta-
tions - k1k.73@comcast.net (+others)

hamfest Oct 17 Grandview - 
www.southsidearc.org

QSO 
party

Oct 17 Iowa QSO Party - 
www.contesting.com/articles/996

QSO 
party

Oct 18 Illinois QSO Party - 
www.w9awe.org

contest Oct 24 50 MHz fall sprint - www.svhfs.org

training Oct 29 FCC license testing, Lincoln, NE - 
K0IH@ARRL.NET

training Oct 31 FCC license testing, Bellevue, NE- 
education@bellevuearc.org

training Nov 7, 
14, 21

Amateur Radio General Class - 
education@bellevuearc.org

contest Nov 7 ARRL Sweepstakes CW - 
www.arrl.org

event 
stations

Nov 11 Veterans Day K0GRL, K0AIR - 
www.sacmarc.org

Nov 21 ARRL Sweepstakes Phone - 
www.arrl.org
...  ._ _ .  ._  ._ .  _._      _ _.  ._  ._ _ .   _...  _._ _   _...  ._  ._.  _._.


