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BARC Club Picnic Set
by Ladorna, KBOOUO

(repeated) Mark you calendars for June 4, 2011 to
attend the Annual Bellevue Amateur Radio Club's
annual picnic. It will be in the shelter on the east side
of Halleck Park (west side of the pond) and will start
with set-up at 10:00 a.m. Lunch will be served at
noon, and the picnic will end around 2:00 p.m.
(unless no one has reserved the shelter after us, then
we can stick around longer if we want.) This year the
members voted to have the food catered, so you
don't even have to make anything to attend, just
come and have fun. This is a family event; bring the
family, your significant other, the grandchildren, or a
friend. Halleck Park is a nice park with lots of things
to do, and kids can fish in the pond. There are bike
trails, and possibly a baseball or soccer or softball
game will be going on for entertainment if you want
to come early and hang out.

Menu: fried chicken, macaroni salad, potato salad,
coleslaw, baked beans, dinner rolls, cookies/dessert,
coffee, iced tea, and lemonade, Members are wel-
come to bring or donate soda for the picnic. We will
have glasses and ice.

Cost is $6.00 for adults, and $4.00 for children under
age 13. You will need to register and pay in advance.
Registration will be due by the May monthly meet-
ing. You can register at the April or May monthly
meeting by signing up and paying the treasurer or by
mailing your registration and payment to the Belle-
vue Amateur Radio Club mailing address. Please
include your call sign, name, and the names of all
family members or guests attending with you.

May 2011

We can use a few people to help set up (i.e., unload
bins, and coolers from vehicles, cover tables with
plastic, get out paper goods for meal, etc.). Please
arrive around 10:00 a.m. if you can assist with set-

up.

WOGFQ Remembered

For an obituary of Leo Meyerson, WOGFQ, see
www.legacy.com/obituaries/the-
desertsun/obituary.aspx?n=leo-i-
meyerson&pid=150589606
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Art Collins and Leo Meyerson were certainly the
largest contributors to the manufacturing of amateur
radio equipment in the midwest. Leo was a former

BARC member.

Club Member Stories

The following anecdotes are contributions from
BARC members who were affected by Leo and who
cared enough to take the time to put their thoughts
into words:
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About BARC and Spark Gap

Spark Gap is the newsletter of the Bellevue Amateur Radio Club (BARC). BARC was established in 1959 and is devoted to
amateur radio in the Bellevue, Nebraska, area. The latest Spark Gap is normally available around the fifth of the month. If the
latest issue is not on the club’s website, try

woktlycos. tripod.com/ham radi/

The club’s website is http: //www.bellevuearc. org. Refer to the website for membership and other information.
BARC maintains a repeater, WOWY'V, on 147.39 MHz, carrier squelch with a 131.8-Hz CTCSS output tone (no tone
required for input).

The board of directors meets on the second Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m at the Village Inn in the Twin Creek Plaza (on
the service road north of Hwy 370 between 36th and 42nd streets). All members are welcome to attend. The general mem-
bership meeting is held on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Lodge dining Hall, 1908 Franklin

ST, Bellevue, NE (1 block north of NE Highway 370). Look for funny-looking antennas on the cars in the parking lot and
come in the south door (not well marked). The December meeting is a dinner meeting, time and place to be decided.

Breakfast and Lunch Events

date/time location address
Mon-Fri, 11:30 a.m.
Friday, 8:00 p.m. Wendy’s 610 Galvin RD S, Bellevue
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Burger King 4109 Twin Creek DR, Bellevue

Use of the WOWYYV Callsign

Authorization is obtained by contacting any committee member (W@OXD, WDOBFO or KGO AR) by e-mail, letter, phone, or
two-way radio and providing event description and planned dates of use and bands you will operate on. Acknowledgment of
this authorization will be an copy of the club license for you to operate with for your time of use (keep it on file in case you
want to use it again). After the event, logs must be turned in within 30 days. The club log is in WIN-EQF and it will take a
number of import file formats (contact WD@BFO if you require more information). If it is an ongoing activity then logs must
be turned in by the last day of each month, and at that time just include a note stating continued use of the club call is neces-
sary. The reason for all this is to control the call usage so no 2 individuals are using it on the same band same day. It can be

used by different people on same day provided not same band.

Thank you all for your cooperation.

-WDOBFO

Send correspondence to BARC, 7518 Chandler Hills DR, Bellevue, NE 68147-2108. Submit articles in . txtor .rtf

format to wOkt@yahoo . com.

I ordered my first real shortwave receiver, a
National NC-125 from World Radio Laboratories
shortly after getting my first license in 1964. My
first ham ticket was a Conditional license,
WAOKST, which was the same thing as a General
except that the recipient had to live more than a cer-
tain distance from an FCC examination center. Back
then, you see, the FCC actually administered ama-
teur tests except for Novice class. The Conditional
and General tests both had a 13-wpm code require-
ment and had a theory part similar to the General
written test which is given now.

I didn’t know how the receiver was going to be
shipped; I assumed Parcel Post. But a few days after
sending my order, I got a call from the Greyhound

bus depot informing me that I had a package to pick
up. Back then there was a Greyhound bus route that
went from Council Bluffs to Minneapolis, and,
among its stops, was Storm Lake. Needless to say, I
was thrilled and borrowed the car to go pick up the
package. The receiver actually had a BFO and ham
band bandspread-- just what I needed. My transmit-
ter was a one-tube 6V6 home-built shock hazard that
only worked on 40 meters. Even though I was a
Conditional and could legally use a VFO, I couldn’t
afford one and had three or so crystals in the low end
of 40 meters. My 15 watts went out to any station
that I could find near the frequency of any of my
crystals.
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A few months later I scrounged up enough money to
buy a used Globe Chief 90 CW transmitter from
WRL-- Leo not only sold it from his store; he also
manufactured it at his factory. This gave me lots
more HF bands.

About a year later I spent most of my detasseling
money on a Globe V10 VFO. I was in hog heaven.
Not only could I tune anywhere with my receiver,
but I could place my transmit signal anywhere in the
band I wanted, not just on the crystal frequencies.

I ended up selling these radios in pieces when I went
to college, but I will probably never have as much
fun on HF as I did with those boat anchors.
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One summer, maybe 1967, WRL had an open house
with a prize drawing. I was able to attend part of it,
then I had to return home. Later I learned that my
name had been called for the grand prize, a Swan
500. Unfortunately, the winner had to be present.
Oh, well!

Thanks, Leo, for being there to supply me with
good, inexpensive radio gear.

--WOKT

No one else volunteered any recollections. Sad.

Poser

The figure shown below depicts the two common
flavors of baluns. The word ‘balun’ is a combination
of balanced and unbalanced. Most common ham
antennas, such as dipoles and beams, are balanced in
that they have two radiators going away from the
feed point in opposite directions. Most transmitters
have an unbalanced output, a potential with respect
to ground, so, at some point in the signal’s journey
between transmitter and antenna, something must
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convert the unbalanced output to balanced. The
mathematical terms within the figure give some
clues to the successful operation of a balun. What
are the most important considerations for getting a
balun to work well? The answer appears on “Poser
Answer” on page 6.
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BARC Technician License Class and
Testing Session Successful -
Congratulations
by Bl McCoy NEOB

The license class, which was held on two weekends
in April, at Midlands Hospital, produced several
new licensees..
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BARC sponsored an amateur radio license test ses-
sion at Midlands Hospital on April 16th. The fol-
lowing received new licenses:

Richard Buchanan* KD@OIB
Kelly Engelke* KD@OIC
Carl Green* KD@OID
Linda Greenfelder* KDOOIE
Michael Kenworthy* KDOOIF
Paul Methenia* KDOOIG
Ronnie Montgomery KDOOIH
Kevin Neuhaus* KD@OII

Gerald Toussaint* KD@O1J

* Attended the last BARC Tech
license class

Also Timothy-Allen Albertson, KDOOIA, upgraded
from Technician class to General, and Joseph
Freivald, KDOOED, upgraded from General class
to Extra.

Congratulations to all the new licensees and to those
who upgraded.

Thanks to all the Volunteer Examiners and non-VE
helpers who assisted with the session. If you would
like more information about becoming a VE, please
let me know, or go to http://www.arrl.org/
volunteer-examiners.

DX Notes
& News...

by #alg
DX Notes For May:

What wonderful conditions we have been experi-
encing lately. DX signals are being heard on 20M,
17M and even 15M from early morning until late
evenings. Even 10M is showing great signs of life.
No matter what cycle 24 has in store for us in the
months to come, it is certainly great to be out of the
very prolonged doldrums of the last two or so years
waiting for cycle 23 to end and 24 to finally begin. It
will be interesting to see just what the scientific
community finally decides happened in this pro-
longed period of minimum solar activity as it was an
unusually long ride at the bottom.
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In just the last two weeks or so I have heard and
worked some pretty rare stuff. This includes Sin-
gapore, Thailand, Viet Nam, Afghanistan, Malaysia,
Papua-NG, Kuwait, FJL, Turkey, New Caledonia,
Mayotte, American Samoa, and UAE among many
others. And I have not been all that active. I cannot
imagine just how many DX countries have been rep-
resented on the bands recently, but certainly DXCC
in much less than a month should be quite possible.
For me, I have taken the opportunity to work on
increasing my CW DX count and my count on 10M.

A reminder that the best way to quickly get up to
speed on what is happening on the bands is to check
into a PacketCluster node and monitor the current
spots. Danny, NG9R has a local node running as
NGOIR-1. This node is accessible via the internet
(telnet) or by RF link on 144.91 MHz. Contact
Danny NGYR for details of getting set up to access
his cluster and which is the best monitoring program
to use on your home computer.

DX News For May:

3A, MONACO. Andrea, IZ2LSC, will be active as
3A/1Z2LSC from Monaco

during the weekend of April 30th and May 1st.
Activity will be on 40-10 meters using CW and SSB
with 100 watts. QSL via LoTW or by the Bureau via
his home callsign.

4K, AZERBAIJAN. Yuris, YL2GM will be QRV as
4K3AC from April 25 to May 3. Activity will be on
al HF bands using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL to
home call.

5R, MADAGASCAR. Giorgio, IZ4AKS, will be
active as SR8KS in another
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Micro-DXpedition, this time from Nosy Be Island
between May 31st and June 6th. Activity will be
holiday style on 40-10 meters.

9], ZAMBIA. Chris, ZS6RI (ex-ZD9IR, SHIIR,
ELS8RI), will be active as 9J2RI from Zambia for a
year or two. However, operations will be on a “6
week on/6 week oft” due to his work. Activity will
be on all HF bands using CW, SSB and the Digital
modes. QSL via LoTW or direct to: Chris J de Beer,
Box 333, Bethlehem, GA

9M2, WEST MALAYSIA. Mirek, VK6DXI will be
QRYV as 9M8DX/2 from Kuala Lumpur from April
25 to 30 while on business here. Activity will be

on the HF bands using CW during his evenings.
QSL via SPSUAF.

OM8, WEST MALAYSIA. Mirek, VK6DXI, will
once again be active as 9IM8DX/2 from Kuala Lum-
pur between April 25-30th. Activity will be limited
since this is a business trip, but he will operate on
some CW during his local evening hours. QSL via
SPSUAF.
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ASTAN AND IOTA TRIP. Vincent, F4BKY, plans
to be active as VR2/F4BKYV from Hong Kong
between April 27th and May 6th. He also plans to be
active as YB9/F4BKYV from Bali (OC-022), Indone-
sia, between May 7-9th. Activity will be casual
using low power (100w) and operating SSB and the
Digital modes. QSL via LoTW, by the Bureau or
direct.

EM25, UKRAINE (Special Event). In connection
with 25th anniversary of the accident at the Chorno-
byl Nuclear Power Plant, radio amateurs from the
“Ukrainian State Centre of Radio Frequencies”
together with a number of Ukrainian radio amateurs
will operate from Chernoby] city between the period
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April 22-30th, using the callsign EM25U. QSL via
UT3UZ: Alex Arbuzov, P.O. Box 7, Kiev-232,
02232, Ukraine.

HBO, LIECHTENSTEIN. Operators Tony/I1Z3ESYV,
Gabriele/I2ZVGW and Andrea/IZ2LSC will be
active as HB0/homecall between June 2-5th. The
main focus will be on the 30/17/12 meters and the
upper HF bands depending on the propagation. They
will also try 6 meters. QSL via their home callsigns.

KC4, ANTARCTICA. Luis is now QRV as LU1ZG
from the Belgrano II Station. QSL via LU4DXU.

0J0, MAKET REEF. Operators Dervin/PD9DX,
Marc/ONSAK and Max/ONS5UR will be active as
OJOUR from Market Reef between August 13-20th.
Activity will be on the HF bands using a Stepp-IR
Big Vertical and a Stepp-IR 2 element beam. QSL
via MOURX, direct or by the Bureau, or LoTW.

I‘g SHORT PACIFIC TOUR. By the time you read this
§ operators Carlos/EA1IR and Hrane/YT1AD should
= be finishing their short Pacific tour from American
Q@ Samoa as KH8/EA1IR and KH8/N9YU through

May 1st. QSL all the above callsigns for YT1AD

S and EA1IR via Carlos, EA1IR.
. 3 SV/A, MOUNT ATHOS. Monk Apollo, SV2ASP/A

has been active using RTTY on 17 meters between
1800 and 2100z. QSL direct.

T31, CENTRAL KIRIBATI. A group of operators
will be QRV as T31A from Kanton Island, April 17
to 28. Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW,
SSB and RTTY with six stations active simulta-
neously from two locations. QSL via W21J.

T8, PALAU. Shigehiro, JASCCL, is active as
T88KR. QSL via his home callsign.

TT, CHAD. Phil, F4EGS is QRV as TT8PK from
N'djamena until June 15 while on business. Activity
is on 40 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.
QSL to home call.

XV, VIET NAM. A group of operators will be QRV
as XV4YY from Phu Quoc, IOTA AS-128, from
April 18 to 30. Activity is on all HF bands and
modes with two stations. QSL via DH7TWW.

ZA, ALBANIA. Operators Mitko/LZ1UQ and
Andy/LZ2HM will be active as ZA/homecall
between April 26th and May 5th. Activity will be on
all HF bands and 6 meters CW, SSB and RTTY.
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QSL via their home callsign using the info on
QRZ.com.

Credit to the ARRL DX Bulletin and the Ohio/Penn
DX Bulletin for much of the above information.

Good DX and go get ‘em, the bands are hot.
Mike NA9Q

BARC Member Doings

If you participated in a ham-radio-related activity
during the past month, drop a line to WOKT. This is
your monthly opportunity to promote your favored
activities or for a moment of fame.

2 Meter Operation

I worked PA for my 29th state on 2. Two meter con-
ditions should pick up in the next couple of months.

432-MHz Sprint

This was held during the evening of April 27. 1
worked six stations, mostly in KS and MO.
--WOKT
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BARC Membership Exposed as the Most
Gullible Bunch of Saps in the Midwest

The editor did not receive one single comment about
the April Fool’s article in the April Spark Gap.
Shame on you, BARCers!

Spark Gap

Poser Answer

Basic baluns have an impedance transformation
ratio of either 4:1 or 1:1, so the antenna impedance
should be either equal to the output impedance or
else four times the output impedance. Note that the
choice of inductors used to make the balun is depen-
dent on the antenna impedance. This means that a
balun must be designed for a particular frequency/
impedance range. A typical HF balun is usable from
3.5 - 30 MHz. Note that the antenna impedance is
specified as Ry, not Ry+j (where j is either capaci-
tive or inductive reactance) -- an antenna with con-
siderable reactance does not present the expected
load; nor does a resistance considerably removed
from the value of R;. If you use an antenna that is

not resonant on the operating frequency or which
has a resistance vastly different from that of the
transmission line, the balun becomes nothing more
than a complicated circuit of inductance and stray
capacitance and does function as a balun, meaning
that the two output conductors are fed more or less
in phase rather than the hoped-for 180 degrees out
of phase. In other words, a two-wire transmission
line going to a badly mismatched antenna would
itself become part of the antenna, and the horizontal
antenna would become top loading for the vertical
conductors. This is what usually happens with cheap
antenna tuners that claim to have a balanced output
based on a balun. Into an inappropriate load that
balun doesn’t do any balancing. The only way to
correctly feed the balanced transmission line to a
nonresonant antenna is to use a tuned RF trans-
former at the station end.

Zeroland QSO Party Cancelled

Too many people bellyached to WOIW about the
rules, so he called off the contest. For fewer details
check out:

zerolandgsoparty.com/
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Ham Events

event start
If you have an event that you want to have listed, be type date event description
sure to send an e-mail to the Spark Gap. Editor-rec-  [Famfest  [Jul30 |North Bend, NE - Pioneer Amateur Radio CIub
ommended events are highlighted. education | Aug 4 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE -
KOIH@ARRL.NET
hamfest Aug 5 Midwest Division Convention, Cedar Rapids, 1A
- convention2011.cvarc.rf.org
event start
.. BARCBd |Augll 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org
type date event description mtg
education |May 5 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE - BARC club |Aug 18 7:30 PM club meeting - www.bellevuearc.org
KOIH@ARRL.NET mig
special May 5 50th Anniversary of Alan Shepard's First Manned public Aug 20 Arrows to Aerospace Parade
event Space Flight - service
www.klbke.org/planetarium/kalsky.htm public Aug27 | Offutt AFB Open House & Air Show
breakfast May 7 Bellevue Masonic lodge (same location as BARC service
club meetings) contest Aug 27 Kansas QSO Party, -
contest May 7 Indiana QSO Party - www.hdxcc.org/inqp/ www.ksqsoparty.org/sponsors/
rules.html education |Sep 1 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE -
hamfest May 7 Ashland ARC Swap Meet, Wahoo, NE - KOIH@ARRL.NET
Windyacres1331@hotmail.com BARCBd |Sep8 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org
expo May 7 Omaha Safety Expo mtg
contest May 7 2011 Spring UHF Sprint, 902+ MHz - 3 |BARC club [Sep 16 7:30 PM club meeting - www.bellevuearc.org
www.svhfs.org/ & |mtg
BARCBd [May 12 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org Im hamfest Sep 17 Pony Express Hamfest, Saint Joseph, MO -
mtg 8 ponyexpresshamfest.webs.com/
- - =
contest May 14 2011 Spring VHF Sprint, 50 MHz - (> |hamfest Sep 17 Peoria Superfest, Peoria, IL -
www.svhfs.org/ % www.peoriasuperfest.com
pgblic ser- |May 15 Blair, NE, MS 1-Day bike ride, radio volunteers I-c hamfest Sep 18 Boyer Valley ARC Flea Market, Mondamin, IA -
vice needed - www.bellevuearc.org 8 www.angelfire.com/la2/fbcchurch/bvrctest.html
BARC club |May 19 7:30 PM club meeting - www.bellevuearc.org = [cducation  [Sep 27 amateur license testing, Ak-Sar-Ben ARC -
mtg — www.aksarbenarc.org
education |May 31 amateur license testing, Ak-Sar-Ben ARC - 3 blic Oct 1 Market-to-Market Relay Race
www.aksarbenarc.org Is)ervice Y
education | Jun2 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE - education |Oct 6 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE -
KOIH@ARRL.NET KOIH@ARRL.NET
fun June 4 BARC annual picnic, Halleck Park, Papillion, NE BARCBd |Oct13 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org
- www.bellevuearc.org mtg
hamfest Jun 5 Starved Rock, Princeton, IL - —
www.gsl.net/w9mks/hamfest.htm CBO::? = gct ;(5) iO;:)aI?I\/SIOIPalr)ty 1aqs.o‘wa0dx.0ri/ 0
BARCBd |Jun9 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org mtg o ot ' club meeting - wwiw.bellevueare.org
mtg - - - -
contest Jun 11 ARRL June VHF contest - www.arrl.org s;tz/lilcce Oct 20 Make-A-Wish Bike Ride
education |Jun 11 amateur license testing, Midlands Hospital, Papil- hamfest Oct 22 3900 club, Sergeant BIuff, IA
lion - www.bellevuearc.org o N E T NE
BARC club [Jun 16 7:30 PM club meeting - www.bellevuearc.org education ov aKrg?It_?Eg Xﬁiliel\gﬁsw}mg’ fneoin, )
mtg . :
contest June 25 ARRL Field Day - www.arrl.org s;tz/lilcce Novs Veterans Day Parade
education | Jul 7 %%?Sur:}c{:lie&?? ng, Lincoln, NE - hamfest Nov 6 IA section convention, Davenport, IA -
i @ B _ www.arcsupport.com/drac/hamfest.html
publ.lc Jul9 MS Bike Ride, Omaha to Lincoln BARCBd [Nov 10 7:30 PM, - www.bellevuearc.org
service mtg
i/t\gRC Bd fJull4 7:30 PM, - wwrw. bellevuearc.org BARC club [Nov 17 7:30 PM club meeting - www.bellevuearc.org
mtg
hamfest Jul 16 Warrensburg, MO, Hamfest - www.waarci.org/ education |Nov 29 amateur license testing, Ak-Sar-Ben ARC -
hamfest Jul 17 Zero-Beaters Annual Hamfest, Washington, MO - www.aksarbenarc.org
www.WAOFYA.org education |Dec 1 amateur license testing, Lincoln, NE -
BARC club [Jul 21 7:30 PM club meeting (dinner meeting) - KOIH@ARRL.NET
mtg www.bellevuearc.org
education  |Jul 21 amateur license testing, Ak-Sar-Ben ARC -
www.aksarbenarc.org
hamfest Jul 23 WODXCC Convention, Leavenworth, KS -

www.kcdxclub.com




April Program
he April program featured a bunch of junk.
A * v PLEA Th o

Vultures circle over sparse pickings.

May program

The May program will occur before the business
meetings. Look out for low-flying RC aircraft.
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BARC Club Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2011

Following a dinner of lasagna, green beans, salad,
and desert the meeting was called to order by presi-
dent Michael (KDOAUM) at 7:30 PM.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as
published.

The treasurer’s report was read by Ladonna
(KBOOUO) and was approved unanimously.

The president reported that he had certificates of
appreciation that he would distribute after the meet-
ing.

The property manager Bill (KGOAR) reported that
a new laptop computer was added to the BARC
inventory. Frank (AAQ@ZP) reported that the club
had acquired more miscellaneous parts, and they
were placed on the back table for members to obtain
for a nominal fee for the club.

George (KBOZZT) reported that there will be a one
day bike ride on May 15th, sponsored by the Blair
Bicycle Club, in place of the MS one day ride. He
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will seek volunteers for communications and help
with the ride. The ride will benefit the MS society.

Mike (WOMDL) reported that the technician licens-
ing class was successful with all but one passing the
exam. A general license class will start April 30th
from 9AM to SPM. A VE test session will be held
on June 4th.

Rick (WOKT) asked members to go the BARC web
site and volunteer to take on one of the Field Day
chores.

Stan (W@CHF) reported that he will pull the BARC
float in the LaVista Days parade on May 27th and
the Papillion Days parade on June 19th.

Ladonna (KBOOUO) reported that there was a sign
up sheet for the annual BARC picnic to be held on
June 4th at 10:30 AM to 2:00 PM at Halleck park in
Papillion.

Rick (WOKT) was disappointed that few people
identified the April Fools article in the April Spark
Gap.

Ron (NOPOM) is looking for volunteers to program
weather radios at Hy Vee again this year.

Bob (NB@B) developed a letter of congratulations
that the club will send, along with an application, to
all who were successful at the VE test session.

Wayne (KE6DZD) volunteered to take on the chore
of collecting the club public service hours from
George (KB0OZZT) who has been doing it for many
years. Thanks George and Wayne.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm

Respectively submitted by Bob (KKORF)



